
Using Past Papers

Be prepared - know the style of the exam and how 
they will phrase the questions



Exam questions 
change but the 
style tends to 

remain the same - 
be prepared!



Advantages of using past papers
● Know what to expect
● Practice writing an appropriate amount for each question 

(depending on how many marks it is worth)
● Time yourself - getting the timing right is a key element 

of success in your GCSE exams
● Check your answers against mark schemes and example 

answers
● Don’t underestimate the power of the examiner’s report - 

ask your teachers to print them off for you 



REMEMBER:
English and maths 

have limited 
resources to give 
you because of the 
new specifications



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ldCtYtobaYI

